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The Importance of �Freshwater�Ecosystems �for the Livelihoods�of Local Communities


Project Site:

Chaing Khong-
Wieng Kane,

Chiang Ral

Province
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Background, geographical,
soclal and economic setting

Upper Mekong: Complex riverine ecosystems
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Most people earn
their living as
fisher folk and

farmers.

Landless fishers
say,
“our farm is in the
Mekong”
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Dry season
riverbank
garden
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Major threats on the Mekong:
The Upper Mekong Development
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Dams in the upper reaches in China
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Free Navigation on the Upper Mekong

Navigation Channel Improvement Project
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This is to make the mighty Mekong to be a smooth super highway for large ships to navigate all year round.

The project involves rapids blasting, riverbed dredging, sand dune removal and canalization. 


Drastically Unusual

Water Fluctuation
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Riverine ecosystem drastically affected
due to upstream development

—more impacts if rapids are blasted
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Why Thal Baan Research?

t0 represent community’s own

“social reality” which has largely
been neglected or ignored

{0 create a tool for local
community to preserve our river
and natural resources
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Why Thal Baan Research?

e to debate with the state’s
projects and EIA

e to provide solid
Information to policy-
makers and mainstream
media for our river
protection
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More than conventional participatory research

* Villagers chose what they wanted to study,
chosen by their communities to be members
of the research team and key informants.
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* Villagers collected data as they engaged In
their everyday life i.e.fishing, making fishing
gears, selling to the market, collecting
plants and vegetables, etc.



Villagers’ Map of the Mekong

Each sub-ecosystem provides security
for different group in community
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Pebble beach: Kai, Mekong freshwater weed
for women group wma#u feszuuunaiguadlaodmiulnaiig
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98 fish species found.
Changes of the Mekong affected
food security, well-being, livelihoods,

and self-reliance of fishing communities
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Fishers claim Fish haul decrease 50 %

Many of them are landless fishers

They have to leave the community to the cities
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What we do with the research?

Submit to state agencies and decision-makers,

organize public forum, publicize through media
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Thank
You
for your
attention

For further information,
please visit

www.livingriversiam.org
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