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Dams and development: Time to Rethink

Network of People Affected by Dams, Assembly of the Poor

November 29, 2006

Siam Tower, Bangkok

For four decades, dams have been held the symbol of development, and perceived by many people as useful for electricity generation, irrigation and fish breeding, as well as tourism. It is widely believed that dams bring about economic growth and happiness to the society and communities. People affected by dams are called “those who sacrifice for development”. The movement of people against Pak Mun dam has exposed the impacts and corruptness of the dam, inspiring people affected by other dams to stand up for their rights. And the public have started to doubt whether “Dam is the Symbol of Development”.
The Pak Mun Dam has given us a hard-earned lesson: the dam is an absolute failure. The actual construction cost, 7,000 million Baht, is almost double the proposed budget of 3,880 million Baht. The electricity generation, the dam’s main purpose, is only one third of the installed capacity. It also leads to the loss of occupation of more than 7,000 fishing families, not taken into account in the plan.

The World Commission on Dam concluded in their study of the dam’s efficiency in 2000 that Pak Mun dam was not worth the investment. It would not have been built if the actual cost-benefit analysis was taken into account. And all stakeholders, including the project owner, lost.
Irrigation is another purpose, always claimed to push for dam constructions as a solution to flood and drought problems. In recent years, dams have been proven to be the major cause of flooding problems in northeastern Thailand. Local people had to demand the Irrigation Department to open the gates of dams in Chee and Mun rivers in rainy seasons. The severe flooding problem in Chao Praya basin this year is also attributed to the water management in the dams. Dams are also causes of human rights violation, ecological destruction, communities’ economic ruin, and poverty. A number of affected people are still neglected by the government.  
Dam building becomes world business with the funding support mainly from the World Bank. Dams also yield benefits to those in power and dam builders. These beneficial are the main forces that push further dam building although with clear detrimental consequences. From the 10th November to 1st December, 2006, the dam beneficial will join the International Symposium Water Resource and Renewable Energy Development  in Asia, hosted by the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT) at Montien Riverside Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand. They are seeking for cooperation in dam building. The World Bank today organizes a workshop in preparation for the Symposium.

We, the dam affected people from throughout Thailand, are now bringing to you the truth and suffering for the people, the facts that have always been hide away from the public. We demand the World Bank to stop the loan for dam building and to support the rehabilitation of communities and resources affected by dams. 
We insist that dams are no longer the choice of development, and it is time to seek the alternative of water management and energy that are appropriate and do not harm the society and environment
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